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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS AIRWAY (SPIA) 

PERMIT 

REF: STATE 75822 AND 88259 

1. EMBASSY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR HARTWICK INFORMS DEPT THAT 
IN CONVERSATIONS WITH SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT ENARI ON 
QUESTION OF PERMIT FOR SPIA, HE LEARNED THAT GWS HAD GREAT 
CONCERN THAT SPIA, AS ONE OF A NUMBER OF BUSINESS INTERESTS 
HELD BY GEORGE WRAY, MIGHT AFTER ISSUANCE OF PERMIT BE SOLD 
TO A MAJOR CARRIER. CONCEIVABLY SUCH CARRIER WOULD BE ABLE 
TO MOUNT A LEVEL OF SERVICE WHICH COULD DRIVE POLYNESIAN 
OFF OF THE APIA-PAGO PAGO ROUTE. TO PREVENT THIS FROM 
HAPPENING, ENARI INQUIRED WHETHER USG WOULD APPROVE OF 
CONDITION IN SPIA'S PERMIT WHICH WOULD PROHIBIT SALE OF 
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PROTECTION ALONG THESE LINES COULD BE SECURED, IT SHOULD 
BE POSSIBLE FOR GWS TO ISSUE A PERMIT TO SPIA WITHIN A FEW 
WEEKS. HARTWICK ADVISES THAT PRIME MINISTER, IN RECOGNI- 
TION OF NEED TO SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM INTERESTS, 
SEEMS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD SPIA, AND THAT ENARI IS ON 
HIS WAY OUT AS SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 

2. ALTHOUGH IN VIEW OF ENARI'S IMMINENT DEPARTURE, 

IT IS OPEN TO QUESTION WHETHER HE WILL HAVE ANY INFLUENCE 
ON ULTIMATE GWS DECISION, USG BELIEVES IT MAY BE HELPFUL 
FOR EMBASSY NOW TO ADVISE PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE THAT 
USG WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION SHOULD GWS WISH TO INCORPORATE 
SUITABLE PROTECTIVE PROVISIONS RE OWNERSHIP IN SPIA’S 
OPERATING PERMIT. FYI. SO FAR AS WE KNOW, THERE IS NO 
REPEAT NO INTEREST ON THE PART OF A US CARRIER IN BUY- 
ING OUT SPIA’S PRESENT OWNERSHIP. END FYI. THIS COULD 
BE DONE BY STATING THAT PERMIT VALID ONLY SO LONG AS THERE 
IS NO CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP OR THAT ANY PROPOSED CHANGES OF 
OWNERSHIP RECEIVE APPROVAL OF GWS AUTHORITIES. PLEASE 
ADVISE WHEN COMMUNICATION SENT. KISSINGER 
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